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of life together with the encouragement of and assistance
to the research from which advances in sciencd are to be
expected. And all this applies, as wa have elsewhere
suggested, not only to the study of physical and biological
facts, but also to the scientific study of social institutions
and to that important part of the universe which we
term human behaviour.

It is, however, recognised by the responsible leaders
that it is unnecessary and even imprudent, to affront
the feelings of pious believers by insults to their religion
and by ridicule of its observances. Because it is held
that a believer whose religious feelings are affronted will
only become still more religious. The cultural standard
of the population must be raised, books of popular
science circulated, and cinemas and theatres substituted
for church ceremonies. For people go to the churches
for entertainment as well as for the sake of singing or
rituals. The Bolsheviks do not confine themselves to
destructive attacks on religion. They realise that there
are features in religion which appeal to man's sense of
beauty, to his self-importance, his sense of superiority,
his gregariousness, his search for a key to the mystery of
life and the universe. They proposed to minister to
these craving with ideas, practices, institutions of their
own. They seek to deprive religion of the least justi"
fication for its existence, of the slightest element of
utility to man, materially, spiritually, psychologically.
And this they have done through the application of
Science, art, morality, sociability, social service and a
new faith.

And thus we find in the Soviet Union that the
weakness of religion or belief in any form of super'
naturalism is not due to persecution. It is due to the
tremendous advance in education and the spread of